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Psychology 3510, Fall 2018
Sensation and Perception I: Visual Processes
Instructor:  Dr. Michael Woloszyn




Office: AE 175

Office hours:
 drop in





Phone: 250-377-6148

Email:  mwoloszyn@tru.ca

Lectures:  Mon & Fri. 8:30-9:45am, in AE-266
COURSE DESCRIPTION

What you see and hear is not necessarily what was out there.  In fact, the act of perceiving involves a great deal of work on the part of your brain to make sense of a constantly shifting kaleidoscope of images and sounds.  This course will delve into the mechanisms we either know or believe to exist to allow us to see, at a sensory and perceptual level.  Physiological and psychophysical evidence will be brought to bear on a variety of topics in vision, listed on the next page.
COURSE PREREQUISITES

Psyc 1110/1210 or permission of the prof; Psyc 2110 recommended but not required. 
COURSE FORMAT

(3,0,0)
REQUIRED TEXTS

There are no required texts for the course.  Readings can be found online at perceptionstuff.weebly.com.

 If you insist on having something to hold in your hands, I recommend seeing if Amazon.com has any recent editions (6th, 7th, 8th) of “Goldstein, E.B. Sensation & Perception”, from  Thompson Wadsworth publishers.  Otherwise, your textbook costs for this course are $0.00.  You’re welcome.

COURSE EVALUATION

Two term tests: 25% each.
Final exam: 30%

One 48 hour take-home test: 10%

Ten mini-quizzes: 10%

The take-home test will consist of students being provided a journal article to read, and a set of questions to answer. Students will have 48 hours from being handed the materials to turn in the completed paper. Marks will be distributed based on APA format adherence, style/flow, grammar, spelling, and content.

 (Term tests and the final exam are NOT cumulative, and are based on information found in the textbook and from the lectures.  Test format may consist of multiple choice, short-answer, and fill-in-the-blanks.)
TENTATIVE TOPIC OUTLINE

The instructor reserves the right to change the dates and/ or content of this outline, if topics run either too long or too short.  Students will receive notification at least one week prior to any significant alterations. Each topic will vary in delivery time, but the average will be 1.5 weeks for each.
Topics

Topic 1: A Brief History lesson, and signal detection theory
Topic 2: Visual system architecture, basic neural convergence
Topic 3: The LGN & Striate Cortex

Term Test # 1(approximately week 4 or 5)
Topic 4: Object and Pattern perception

Topic 5: Visual Attention
Topic 6: Perceiving Movement

Term Test # 2 (approximately week 8 or 9)
Topic 7: Lightness, Brightness

Topic 8: Colour perception

 Topic 9: Perceiving Depth & Size (including illusions)
Final Exam (set by the Registrar)
If a student cannot write a test on the specified date and time, they must:

-speak to the instructor either before, or within 48 hours of the test time to schedule a make-up,
(leaving an email or voice message is inadequate; you must speak with me) 

-have a valid reason for missing the test (e.g. illness), and

-have supporting documentation for the absence (e.g. Doctor’s note),

Failure to fulfill the above requirements will result in a zero being assigned as a grade for the test.  It is not the instructor’s responsibility to contact students to schedule a time to write the test. Students caught engaging in academic dishonesty (i.e. cheating on a test) will be dealt with in accordance with University Policy.
