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Psychology 3520: Auditory, Tactile, and Chemical Senses
Jan-April, 2019
Instructor: Dr. Michael Woloszyn




Office: AE 175

Email: mwoloszyn@tru.ca





Phone: 250-377-6148
Office hours:
by appointment or drop-in
Lectures:  Tues. 11:30-12:45 IB 1020 & Fri., 11:30-12:45, in AE 162
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will delve into the mechanisms we either know or believe to exist to allow us to hear, smell, touch, and taste, at a sensory and perceptual level.  Physiological and psychophysical evidence will be brought to bear for all of these sensory processes, however a majority (2/3) of the course will be concerned with the auditory system and various perceptual aspects of hearing (music, speech).
COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course is designed to give students:

1. A firm understanding of the work that has been done in the experimental study of sensory processes for the auditory, tactile, and chemical senses
2. A firm understanding of the proposed models to account for various aspects of perception
COURSE PREREQUISITES : Psyc 1110/1210; Psyc 2110 recommended.

COURSE FORMAT: (3,0,0)
REQUIRED TEXTS

There is no required text for this course.  Course materials will be made available for students on a website, which can be found at perceptionstuff.weebly.com, and looking for the PSYC 3520 tab.
The website will also have topic outlines, lecture powerpoints, and any other additional information that is important enough to appear there.  

So, the final cost to you, the student, for the text is $0.00.  You’re welcome.
COURSE EVALUATION

Option 1:





Option 2:
Test 1: 20% of final grade



Test 1: 20% of final grade
Test 2: 20% of final grade



Test 2: 20% of final grade
Test 3: 20% of final grade.



Test 3: 25% of final grade.

Test 4: 20% of final grade



Test 4: 25% of final grade

Mini-quizzes: 10% of final grade



Mini-quizzes: 10% of final grade

Essay exam: 10% of final grade

Students must choose either option 1 or option 2 prior to the spring break. Tests are NOT cumulative, and are based on information found either in the readings or from the lectures.  Test format may consist of multiple choice, short-answer, and fill-in-the-blanks. The optional essay exam will consist of students reading an article pertaining to a topic covered in class, then tracking down counter-articles and writing a critique.
Lecture topic list
The instructor reserves the right to change the content and/or order of topics in this outline.  Students will receive notification at least one week prior to any alteration.  Each line represents roughly 1.5 weeks in duration, although in many instances it will run either shorter or longer than that.



Topic



The physics of sound




Physiology of the auditory system



Hearing Impairments and hearing aids
Test 1



 Loudness Perception

Pure-tone pitch perception



Complex tone perception
Test 2



Scene analysis, perceptual organization

Music Perception

Test 3



 Speech/language Perception




 Touch and Pain




 Smell and taste 
Test 4
If a student cannot write a test on the specified date and time, they must:

· speak to the instructor either before, or within 48 hours of the test time to schedule a make-up, (leaving an email or voice message is inadequate; you must speak with me by telephone or in person) 

· have a valid reason for missing the test (e.g. illness), and

· have supporting documentation for the absence (e.g. Doctor’s note),

Failure to fulfill the above requirements will result in a zero being assigned as a grade for the test.  It is not the instructor’s responsibility to contact students to schedule a time to write the test.
There is no make-up option for mini-quizzes.
